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There are various symbols used throughout 
the instructions to designate different pieces 
of fabric. 

The back of the pattern contains a chart of 
yardage requirements for fabric and 
interfacing, and notions (snaps, elastic, 
etc.). Below is a typical pattern back, 
showing where information is found. 

Fabric Placement  
Some of the 
symbols on a 
pattern piece 
provide 
instructions on how 
the pattern piece is 
to be laid out on 
the fabric.  

Sewing Symbols 
 
Other symbols 
assist in lining up 
pieces that will 
be stitched 
together.  

Altering Instructions 
 
A straight line with the 
term "Shorten or 
Lengthen Here" means 
this is the area you can 
shorten or lengthen 
without changing overall 
shape of the garment.  

Source: Sewing Center  http://craftandfabriclinks.com/sewingbook/sewbook.html  

http://craftandfabriclinks.com/sewingbook/sewbook.html
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The pattern describes 
the materials used 
(fabrics, notions, 
linings, interfaces) 

The pattern uses 
standard symbols to 
describe construction 
and integration 

The pattern describes 
the approved ways to 
alter the pattern for a 
specific dress 

http://craftandfabriclinks.com/sewingbook/sewbook.html
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A Pattern 

Material 

Creates many dresses 
Process 

and 
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1. Where can you use a pattern? - Define an 
opportunity where work is being repeated 
 

2. What are your requirements? – Capture the 
various functional/non-functional solution needs 
 

3. Were you successful?  - Capture evidence through 
testing to demonstrate functioning environment 




